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CONFIDENTIAL DAR ES SALAAM 3058 

ADDIS ABABA FOR RSS AND RTC 

NAIROBI ALSO FOR RSO 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: ASEC, PINR, MILI, CASC, PFOR, TZ, US, CG 

SUBJECT: SECURITY OF AMERICANS IN KIGOMA: PRP FORCES AND INTENTIONS 
REF: DAR ES SALAAM 2502 (NOTAL); STATE 168450; NAIROBI 6196 

SUMMARY: INFORMATION ON PRP GATHERED FROM RETURNED KIDNAPPED STUDENTS 
SUGGESTS POSSIBILITY THAT PRP MIGHT REPEAT ITS KIDNAPPING 
EXPLOIT AGAINST EXPATRIATES IN KIGOMA AREA WHILE ITS 

FORCES ARE STILL CONCENTRATED ALONG ZAIRE SIDE LAKE TANGANYIKA SHORE. 
THEY 

HAVE AMPLE FACILITIES TO CONDUCT A NEW RAID SHOULD THEY CHOOSE TO 
DO SO. EMBOFFS AND RSO HAVE DISCUSSED SECURITY PROBLEM WITH AMCITS 
RESIDENT IN KIGOMA AREA. AND TO EXTENT POSSIBLE ARE ASSISTING THEM 
IN UPGRADING THEIR SECURITY. TANGOV ALSO CONCERNED AT PRP'S EVIDENT 
ABILITY OPERATE INSIDE TANZANIA, BUT DANGER WILL CONTINUE SO LONG 
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AS PRP REMAINS ACTIVE. END SUMMARY 
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1. EMBOFFS DEBRIEFED STEVEN SMITH WHO JOINED BY CARRIE JANE 
HUNTER AND EMILIE BERGMANN, FOR SEVERAL HOURS JULY 28. DETAILS 
WILL BE SENT WHEN TAPES TRANSCRIBED, BUT FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
MAY BE OF INTEREST IN EVALUATING PRP STRENGTH AND FUTURE SECURITY 
OF AMERICANS AND OTHER "EUROPEANS" IN LAKE TANGANYIKA AREA. 

2. ACCORDING TO STUDENTS. KIDNAPPING PLAN HAD BEEN HATCHED BY 
PEOPLES REVOLUTIONARY PARTY (PRP) SOME TIME AGO AND AT TOP LEVEL IN 
ITS HEADQUARTERS AT "HEWA BORA". TROOPS TO EXECUTE AND BACK UP 
THE OPERATION WERE SENT TO AREA ACROSS FROM KIGOMA IN MARCH AND 
APRIL, WITH ALFRED NONDO EVIDENTLY IN COMMAND OF THE OPERATION. 
THESE WERE EXPERIENCED TROOPS WHO BUILT UP NEW CAMP (AS WELL AS 
ACCOMMODATIONS FOR FOUR KIDNAP VICTIMS); APPARENTLY THERE ARE 
NORMALLY ONLY A FEW PRP TROOPS IN AREA. TWO OR THREE WEEKS AFTER 
KIDNAPPING, TWO MORE BATTALIONS WERE SENT FROM HEWA BORA; STUDENTS 
COUNTED THEM AS HAVING 63 MEN EACH, ARMED WITH RIFLES AND HAND 
GRENADES. 

3. FOLLOWING RELEASE OF HUNTER AND BERGMANN JUNE 26, THERE WAS 
FIGHTING BETWEEN PRP AND FAZ GROUND FORCES AT LOCATION SOME 25 
KILOMETERS NORTH OF WHERE STUDENTS HELD ON JULY 8. ACCORDING TO 
PRP, 400 FAZ AND 40 PRP TROOPS INVOLVED, AND PRP CAPTURED ARMS 
AND AMMUNITIONS BUT NO PRISONERS. (OVER PAST 6 MONTHS, PRP 
CLAIMED TO HAVE CAPTURED 14 FAZ PRISONERS; THE ARE "REEDUCATED" 

AND WELL TREATED, BUT APPARENTLY NOT ALLOWED TO RETURN TO MOBUTU- 
CONTROLLED AREAS.) 

4. PRP OFFICERS WHO TALKED TO KIDNAPPED STUDENTS SPOKE FRE- 
QUENTLY OF PRP'S ABILITY TO CAPTURE HOSTAGES OR KILL ENEMIES 

AT WILL, EVEN IN DAR ES SALAAM OR OTHER PARTS OF TANZANIA FAR FROM 
LAKE TANGANYIKA. THEY EXPRESSED CONTEMPT FOR TANZANIAN ARMY 
AND POLICE, AND FELT THEY COULD MOVE ABOUT MORE OR LESS AT WILL 
IN KIGOMA AREA. 

5. PRP'S SUCCESS IN CARRYING OFF FIRST KIDNAPPING VENTURE COULD 
LEAD THEM TO AT LEAST CONSIDER HAVING ANOTHER TRY. IT 

POSSIBLE THAT THEY WOULD WAIT BEFORE EMBARKING ON NEW ADVENTURE, 
CONCERNED THAT THEIR "IMAGE" WOULD NOT BE IMPROVED BY A REPEAT 
PERFORMANCE. HOWEVER, IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT THEY ARE NOW 
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LOGISTICALLY POISED, AND EXPOSED, ON LAKESHORE, AND MIGHT DECIDE 
TO STRIKE BEFORE WITHDRAWING THEIR TROOPS TO THE MORE INLAND 
LOCATION WHERE THEY ARE APPARENTLY CONCENTRATED UNDER NORMAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 

6. PRP APPEARS TO HAVE MANY SYMPATHIZERS IN KIGOMA AREA, WHERE 
MUCH OF POPULATION HAS MOVED FROM ZAIRE SIDE FAIRLY RECENTLY AND 
REMAINS TRIBALLY AND CULTURALLY LINKED TO ZAIRE; SEVERAL VILLAGES 
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NORTH AND SOUTH OF KIGOMA SEEM TO SERVE AS SAFE-HAVENS FOR PRP 
AGENTS, AND THEY ALSO FIND A CONGENIAL CLIMATE IN THE OLD ARAB 
TOWN OF UJIJI. 

7. PRP CAN CROSS LAKE EASILY. IN ADDITION TO 20HP OUTBOARD 
CAPTURED WITH THE GOMBE STREAM MOTORBOAT MAY 19, THEY HAVE AT 
LEAST ONE 40HP AND ANOTHER 20HP MOTOR, ALL OF WHICH CAN BE SUED 
WITH THE "WATER TAZI" THEY USED IN THE MAY 19 RAID ON GOMBE AND 
LATER TO RUETUN STEVE SMITH ON JULY 26. THIS BOAT IS TANDARD 

TYPE USED ON LAKE TANGANYIKA, EXCEPT THAT PRP ONE, UNLIKE MOST OF 
THEM, DOES NOT HAVE CANOPY. THEY ARE 40 45 FEET LONG, RATHER 
WIDE, WITH INSET IN STERN FOR OUTBOARD MOTOR, RELATIVELY SLOW (5- 
7 HOURS TO CROSS LAKE), BUT APPARENTLY FAIRLY COMMODIOUS AND 
RELIABLE. PRP MAY ALSO HAVE SMALLER BOATS SUITABLE FOR OUTBOARDS, 

AND REGULARLY USES PADDLE NATIVE CANOES TO CROSS LAKE AT WILL. 

8. PRP OFFICERS DISCUSSED KIDNAPPING AND/OR ATTACKING TANZANIAN 
OFFICIALS (SPECIFICALLY INCLUDING KIGOMA REGIONAL COMMISSIONER), 

BUT DID NOT MENTION ANY PLAN OR IDEA OF KIDNAPPING ADDITIONAL 
EUROPEANS. HOWEVER, COMMUNIQUE DEFENDING KIDNAPPING (DAR ES 
SALAAM A- 106 NOTAL) INDICATED PRP BELIEF THAT ONLY KIDNAPPING 
EUROPEANS WOULD BRING RESULTS, SINCE TANZANIANS AND OTHERS WOULD 
NOT MAKE ANY EFFORT TO SAVE KIDNAPPED AFRICANS. 

9. EMBOFFS PRESENT IN KIGOMA DURING KIDNAPPING EPISODE DISCUSSED 
THE SECURITY PROBLEM POSED BY PRP WITH AMCITS RESIDENT IN THE AREA, 

AND AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, REGIONAL SECURITY OFFICER FROM NAIROBI 
VISITED KIGOMA JULY 30 -31 FOR SAME PURPOSE AND TO ADVISE AMCITS 

ON POSSIBILITY OF UPGRADING THEIR SECURITY. AMCITS WELL AWARE OF 
PROBLEM, AND OF VIRTUAL IMPOSSIBILITY OF ARRANGING ANY CERTAIN 
PROTECTION AGAINST NEW PRP RAID SHOULD ONE OCCUR. TANGOV HAS ALSO 
BEEN SHAKEN BY ABILITIES OF PRP TO OPERATE INSIDE COUNTRY. IT WILL 
UNDOUBTEDLY SEEK TO TAKE SOME NEW PRECAUTIONS IN KIGOMA AREA (E.G., 
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RESIDENCE OF REGIONAL COMMISSIONER HAS BEEN FENCED), BUT WE ARE 
DOUBTFUL WHETHER TANGOV MEASURES WILL SUBSTANTIALLY IMPROVE THE 
SITUATION. 

10. COMMENT: IN SUM, SO LONG AS PRP REMAINS AN ACTIVE GUERRILLA FORCE 
ON THE ZAIRE SIDE OF LAKE TANGANYIKA, THERE WILL REMAIN A 
SIGNIFICANT AND UNPREDICTABLE SECURITY HAZARD FOR EUROPEANS AND 
AMERICANS LIVING ALONG TANZANIAN OR BURUNDIAN LAKESHORES. GIVEN 
THE LIMITED PROTECTION WHICH EVEN THE BEST THOUGHT-OUT PRECAUTIONARY 
MEASURES CAN AFFORD, THIS IS A FACT WHICH AMCITS LIVING OR 
PROPOSING TO LIVE IN THE AREA SHOULD FACE FRANKLY, AND BE BRIEFED 

ON IN ADVANCE. THOSE PRESENTLY IN KIGOMA AREA ARE WELL AWARE OF 
DANGER, AND MAKING THEIR DECISIONS ACCORDINGLY. 

1 1 . DEPT COMMENTS INVITED. 
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